For the Love of an Imperative Verb
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, Year A, RCL

"[Jesus said] “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children

sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

"We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

We wailed, and you did not mourn.’
"®For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; "’the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, * Look [idob, idou], a glutton
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by
her deeds.”

»At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have
revealed them to infants; *°yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. “All things
have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.

*" Come [debrte, detite] to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. * Take [dnate, apate] my yoke upon you, and

learn [paOete, mathete] from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. *For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” [NRSVs9]

11:19
1dob, idow; vb: 2" aor mid imperative 2" pers sg from 6Qdw:
translations: 1ook [NRSVs9, ESV, NAB, NJB, NKJV], also behold [NGEINT; Filson], here
[NIV11], see [Albright & Mann], he aqui [TAdNT]

11:28
delte, defite; vb: pres act imperative 2" pers pl from dedre:
translations: come [NRSVs9, ESV, NAB, NGEINT, NIV11, NJB, NKJV; Albright & Mann,
Filson], also venid [TAANT]

11:29
&rate, pate; vb: aor act imperative 2™ pers pl from aimnw:
translations: take [NRSVs9, ESV, NAB, NIV11, NKJV; Albright & Mann, Filson], m up
[NGEINT], also shoulder [NJB], tomad [TAANT]




u&Oete, mathete; vb: 2™ aor act imperative 2" pers pl from pavOavo:
translations: learn [NRSVsy, ESV, NAB, NGEINT, NIV11, NJB, NKJV; Albright & Mann,
Filson], also aprended [IAdNT]
Filson: “There is no discipleship without a task.” [p. 144
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